PRESERVATION

Chaco Road Update: County Asks for More Money — Say No Now

resentative Tom Udall in mid-February to ask

for additional funding totaling $1,200,000
for the paving of CR 7950, the main access road
to Chaco Canyon National Historical Park. Rep.
Udall earmarked an initial funding of $800,000 for
the road project. Udall’s decision whether to grant
the request in the form of a new appropriation is
due any day. Please immediately write, call, or email
Rep. Udall (see page 3) opposing the granting of
any new funding. The San Juan Citizens Alliance
has joined our efforts to stop the paving and has co-
signed two letters to Udall supporting our cause.

The arguments the County has advanced for pav-
ing the road are that the road is “dangerous,” and
that it does not work for access unless you are in a
special vehicle like a four-wheel drive. Neither of
these arguments is true. According to a document
prepared by the State of New Mexico’s Preservation
Division, the road is in fact “usable by ordinary
passenger vehicles throughout the year” and four-
wheel drive is “not a necessity.” I have driven the
road many times and have never been unable to get
to Chaco, even in a compact rental car. The canyon,
after all, sits in an arid high-desert environment
that receives little precipitation.
What is necessary is for drivers to slow down, but

this small inconvenience is not an argument that

f ; an Juan County representatives met with Rep-

the road does not provide adequate access. Anyone
who wants to get to Chaco can already do so.
The argument that it is “dangerous” and creates a

liability is the opposite of the truth, and no evi-
dence whatsoever has been presented by San Juan
County to back up their claim. Paving the road and
increasing the speed and number of visitors will

in fact create a huge liability for San Juan County.
If the road becomes a superhighway packed with
tourists anxious to get to Chaco, the frequency and
the severity of accidents will increase, not decrease.
And emergency response in this remote area is

very difficult. The area is also open grazing land to
horses, cattle, sheep, and goats. There are no fences
to keep livestock off the road, few speed limit signs,
and many unmarked sharp curves.

We continue to ask for improvements, not pav-
ing. San Juan County is touting a fallback posi-
tion that they will pave the road using local funds
if federal funds are not available. Please ask Rep.
Udall to oppose any effort that in effect circum-
vents the thorough impact studies of a complete
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). With his
leadership, the earmarked $800,000 can be directed
into improvements like good fencing, good signs,
and good maintenance.

Chaco is a UNESCO World Heritage Site that
is both a fragile archaeological site as well as sacred
ancestral land to many Native Americans. At the
entrance to many of the large pueblos in Chaco,
there are signs that read “Sacred site. Enter with re-
spect.” That is what we are asking for here. Let the
unpaved road protect the canyon from commercial-
ization and overwhelming visitation. Let it slow us

all down a little, the proper response when you are
entering a land still held as sacred by so many.
Links for important email addresses are avail-
able at our website (www.dont-pave-chaco.com). If
possible, please send copies to the Chaco Alliance
at dontpavechaco@gmail.com. Thanks to all of you
for your support.
—Anson Wright
Coordinator, Chaco Alliance

Rental Wanted

Santa Fe Sierra Club member seeks to
rent unfurnished place in Santa Fe.Long-
term? Minimum needs: 300-square-feet
living (1-2 rooms) + private bath + kitchen
access. No “apartment complex,” etc. Must
be very quiet between 10 p.m.-6 a.m.I'm
educated professional, divorced, no kids, NS,
N D/A,NP. Quiet, clean, responsible tenant.
Modest price, please. Robert 471-4184

Preserve

Not everyone can make a large gift to
protect the environment during their
lifetime, but you can preserve the envi-
ronment for generations to come by
remembering the Sierra Club in your will.
There are many gift options

available. We can even helpwyou plan a
gift for your local Chapter.
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For more information and confidential
assistance, please contact:

John Calaway, Director of Gift Planning

Sierra Club, 85 Second Street, 2nd Floor,
San Francisco, CA 94105 (415)977-5639

e-mail: planned.giving@sierraclub.org

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet
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Contributions, gifts, and dues to the Sierra Club are not
tax-deductible; they support our effective, citizen-based
advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for
a subscription to Sierra magazine and $1 for your

Chapter newsletter.

To Contribute to the
Rio Grande Sierran

he Rio Grande Sierran is published six

times a year — early January, March,
May, July, September, and November — by
the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club
as a benefit for members living in New Mex-
ico and West Texas. The opinions expressed
in signed articles in the Rio Grande Sierran
are the opinions of the writers and not neces-
sarily those of the Sierra Club. Articles may
be freely reprinted for nonprofit purposes,
provided that credit is given to the author
and the Rio Grande Sierran. (Please let us
know if you reprint.) Products and services
advertised in the Rio Grande Sierran are not
necessarily endorsed by the Sierra Club.

Contributions — articles, photos, artwork,
poems, letters to the editor, paid advertise-
ments — are welcome. Send to the editor
(see masthead page 2). Submissions by Rio
Grande Chapter members will take prece-
dence over others. Articles are subject to
abridgement. Letters to the editor may be
up to 500 words. The contributor’s name
and email address will be printed as a source
of more information, unless the contributor
specifies otherwise.

Submissions must be received by the 10th
of the month prior to publication. Editorial
practices as developed and adopted by the
Rio Grande Chapter will be used in produc-
tion of the Rio Grande Sierran. Contents of
the Group pages are the responsibility of the
editor for that Group and any policies that
are in place from that Group.

Nonmember subscriptions are $10 per
year. Send checks to Thomas Robey, 145 W.
Zia Road, Santa Fe, NM 87505. Please allow
eight weeks for processing.

Extra copies are often available. Please con-
tact the editor (see masthead page 2) or the
Group Chair in your area (see Group pages).
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